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Foreword 

Development of the East African Standards has been necessitated by the need for harmonizing 
requirements governing quality of products and services in East Africa. It is envisaged that through 
harmonized standardization, trade barriers which are encountered when goods and services are 
exchanged within the Community will be removed.  

In order to meet the above objectives, the EAC Partner States have enacted an East African 
Standardization, Quality Assurance, Metrology and Test Act, 2006 (EAC SQMT Act, 2006) to make 
provisions for ensuring standardization, quality assurance, metrology and testing of products 
produced or originating in a third country and traded in the Community in order to facilitate industrial 
development and trade as well as helping to protect the health and safety of society and the 
environment in the Community. 

East African Standards are formulated in accordance with the procedures established by the East 
African Standards Committee. The East African Standards Committee is established under the 
provisions of Article 4 of the EAC SQMT Act, 2006. The Committee is composed of representatives of 
the National Standards Bodies in Partner States, together with the representatives from the private 
sectors and consumer organizations. Draft East African Standards are circulated to stakeholders 
through the National Standards Bodies in the Partner States. The comments received are discussed 
and incorporated before finalization of standards, in accordance with the procedures of the 
Community.  

Article 15(1) of the EAC SQMT Act, 2006 provides that “Within six months of the declaration of an 
East African Standard, the Partner States shall adopt, without deviation from the approved text of the
standard, the East African Standard as a national standard and withdraw any existing national 
standard with similar scope and purpose”. 

East African Standards are subject to review, to keep pace with technological advances. Users of the 
East African Standards are therefore expected to ensure that they always have the latest versions of 
the standards they are implementing.  

© East African Community 2010 — All rights reserved*

East African Community  
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Tanzania  
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*
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Introduction 

Flexible hoses are used for conveying water in equipment for food and drink preparation. Overnight, 
during shut-downs and at various other times, the water may be static in these hoses for varying 
periods of time. With a high surface area of the material of the hose exposed to a relatively small 
volume of water, the water may readily pick up substances from the hose capable of producing a 
discernible odour or flavour. Additionally, the hose may react with any residual chlorine in the water to 
produce a disinfectant-type odour and/or flavour. 

Experience has shown that, even when the water-contact material does not produce any odour or 
flavour in water, when fabricated into a complete hose, substances from the outer material may 
interact with the water contact material in such a way as to produce such effects. 

For these applications, it is therefore important not only to test the complete hose, including any 
reinforcements and outer layers, but to use a ratio of surface area of water-contact material to volume 
of water representative of the worst situation likely to be encountered in practice. 

In the preparation of this East African Standard, the following source was consulted extensively: 

BS 6920-2-2-3:2000, Suitability of non-metallic products for use in contact with water intended for 
human consumption with regard to their effect on the quality of the water — Part 2: Methods of test — 
Section 2.2: Odour and flavour of water — Subsection 2.2.3: Method of testing odours and flavours 
imparted to water by hoses for conveying water for food and drink preparation

Assistance derived from this source and others inadvertently not mentioned is hereby acknowledged. 
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